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Even If He Doesn't 

Habakkuk 3:17-19  |  Gratitude as Resistance 

 

 

Though the fig tree has no blossoms, and there are no grapes on the vines; even though the olive crop fails, 
and the fields lie empty and barren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and the cattle barns are empty, 

yet I will rejoice in the Lord! I will be joyful in the God of my salvation! 

Habakkuk 3:17-18 NLT 

 

 

OPEN 

Take a moment before diving into questions. Let this land: Habakkuk is not writing from abundance. He is 
writing from a stripped-down, worst-case-scenario place -- and he chooses to praise. Sit with that 
contrast. 

 

1.  When you think about the word gratitude, what first comes to mind? How has that image shaped how you 
practice -- or avoid -- gratitude? 

2.  Have you ever been in a season where giving thanks felt impossible or even dishonest? What did that 
season feel like? 

 

 

 

UNDERSTAND THE TEXT 

 

Habakkuk 3:17 

Fig tree, vines, olive crop -- all failing. 
Flocks and cattle -- gone. This is not a minor 
setback. This is total agricultural collapse: 
food security, income, future -- all stripped 
away. 

Habakkuk 3:18 

Yet I will rejoice. The Hebrew is emphatic: I 
myself will exult. This is not a resigned sigh. It 
is a declaration. An act of the will in the face of 
everything that argues against it. 

 

3.  Notice that Habakkuk names every empty thing before he praises. Why do you think he does that? What 
would be lost if he skipped straight to verse 18? 

4.  The word yet in verse 18 is a hinge. It doesn't deny the loss -- it defies it. What is the difference between 
denying a hard reality and defying it with praise? 

5.  Read verse 19: The Sovereign Lord is my strength! He makes me as surefooted as a deer, able to tread 
upon the heights. What does the deer image add to the idea of praise in hard seasons? What does it 
suggest about where this kind of gratitude leads? 

 

 

 

GO DEEPER 

6.  Habakkuk was a prophet -- someone who had spent his whole life trying to understand God's ways. His 
book begins with a complaint to God: Why do you allow injustice? Why do you seem silent? This praise 
in chapter 3 comes after that wrestling. How does that context change how you hear the yet? 

7.  There is a kind of gratitude that only flows when things are good. And there is a kind that holds even when 
things fall apart. How would you describe the difference between those two kinds of gratitude? Which 
one have you mostly practiced? 



8.  The sermon described gratitude as resistance -- not resignation to hard circumstances, but resistance 
against the idea that circumstances determine worth or hope. Where in your own life might you need to 
practice gratitude as resistance right now? 

 

 

 

CONNECT TO YOUR LIFE 

9.  Think of one thing in your life right now that makes gratitude feel hard. Can you name it honestly -- the 
way Habakkuk names the empty fields -- without skipping to the resolution? 

10.  If you wrote your own version of verse 17-18 from your current season, what would you name in the first 
verse? Could you write a yet at the start of a second verse? 

11.  Habakkuk's gratitude is not a performance for other people. It is a private, honest conversation with 
God. How does it change your approach to thanksgiving when you think of it as something between you 
and God, not a spiritual image to maintain? 

 

 

 

APPLY 

12.  What is one specific practice you could try this week to cultivate gratitude from a real, honest place -- not 
bypassing pain, but naming it and praising anyway? 

13.  Who in your life needs to see the kind of gratitude that holds in a hard season? How might you 
encourage them this week? 

 

 

This Week I Will  

My Honest Admission  

I Want to Ask God  

 

 

Even if He doesn't -- 

yet I will rejoice. 

That is not a small faith. 

That is the strongest faith there is. 

 


